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* OINEL OF 2/55 AUST 1ip B[ ‘?‘.Ea iD 158 AUST GEI IPI' GOYS

Description of Accident

dle Un the morming of 7 Sep 43 a nuber of trueks containing
pPersonnel of 2/53 Aust Inf Zn were marshalled af ¥ Aust biv
Harshaelling Areg fop eiiplaning of tps. Among these were elghteen
trucks marked with emplaning serigl nos, M52 to i{l48 incl, contain-
:1.11,:_1r bersomnel of 2/55 sust Ind =n. The drivers of the trucks were
weibers of 2/55 and 168 Gen TPt Coys. These trucks were in the area
ear~marlted Loy Larshalling fop DURANDS JAerodrome. rhotographs
snexed to finst Gopy oL tuaese proceedings and marked'l'sna's!

8ive a general idea of this warshalling areas The truocks hag Deen
ngrslialled in thia area Preparatory to moviap to Asseunbly Areg Tor
emplaning on DURAIDS drome. The suplening was part of an Cparationgl
nove by 36 Aust Inf Bde to mm Opeeationnl srea.

At approx OL20 hra on 7 Jep 45 g Liberater Sombhen with eleven
personnel of U army Air Foree ook orf Trom JACKSONS Aerodroiie, -
ithe Somber was loaied with Four 500 1b bombs and 2B00- gallons of
petrol, 'The pleame was noticeld by several personnel in the
Harshglling Area t0 ba Tlying vei*;f Low when Buldenly the port wing
apparently fipped oneof the bpranches of g t;-a_a marked "2' on plioto
Ho *8' then hit tree Nos 4 &9 Bgusrely a.ﬁ.:l crashed. These trees
areg o the dowmaward slope of a small nj ~dge whileh is shown op Fiela
h]ﬁiﬂtﬂl.. marked '0' end is sliown as. well in the sbove p..mtﬂa.
Limiediately following the crésh 2 laul explosions oceured and paris
of the plane flew in all directions,

several withesses gova evidance that one of the engines on the Bombep
Was on Tlece ppior t'.r:: tiie ergsh, but the 0 .,-:}u:u is of the rapizliuu thiab
What tley sew Was a ?lamne from thie super~charger

Refefﬂncé o photos whiell are attached to &he 1ir8t copy o the
procesdings and maplked '3 to "11! 40l will show the pspts 6f the
Plene scatiered in various direstions. In addition to this, petrol
Was sSprayel over a lapze area and e:.ztanaimré fires occured. Tive ftrucks

Ros 145 to 149 inel caught fire gnd were hit by the PIying weecltage




OF the acronlang.

Tour of thege are gleo shown in the photos, the rengining one having

pegen Ltovwed avel. Peramﬁnel 111 theage five trueks were elther killed
oupright op inj@e_rl. The total nuaber Df- Austrglisn personnel
killed outright was 1b, In additvion 4t hegrs since 1led of injurlies.
92 were injured and almithied to hospital and present indications are
thaet most eof these will rpecover. In addition all eleven members of
the crew of the Liberator were killed. The crash imnediately
dJetonatedl three cf thie bomba, two distinet explosions taking place
and the fourth Dﬂmﬁ not expleoding. Immediately sfler the eraslhh and
explosion sbtempts were made to get near the immaiigte vielnity of
the erash to extricate injured ani deal but 1t wes impossible fto do
g0 owing Lo the fierce blaze. 4 number of injured with their clothes
end eqpt on fire got through the blaze themselves d were given

what esssistance end first aid that wea possible in that acea.

Capt SEDDOIN fﬂhk proupt steps teo call mﬁdiﬂal-aﬂﬂiﬂﬁanua_;nd
ambulences, a large number of both of whieh was on the spot in a very
short times

ALL. injured were imnediately talken either to the 2/6 AGH or the

2/9 AGH with excephtion of 2 men Who were btaken to 2/6 Aust Bd Amb and
2 men who were Caken to a USA hospital, the latter not being in a £it
condition to be moved, |
Pronpt action wes also teken by Capt SEDDON to obiain fire-fighting
eqot which was on the geene in a short tlue.

Amnmition conbinued to explode snd the fierce blaze continued for a
period of abpout one hour, and at the aaqlieat moment, having dus
rezard to consiljerations of raﬂﬂﬂnéble sefety, he remaining bodies
all of whom Vere dead, and tlie majority of whom were mutlldted end
charred so a8 to render recognltlion impossible, were extricabted from
the trucks and the stea impediabely surroundlng Ghem snd pleced in

snother truclk,

-All possible steps wepe beken 4o find any evidence to enable

recognition of the boiies. The best comt of bodles, possible under
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the cipecumstances, was malde on the spot. ITleven nen were extirleated

L

garly in the morning but it was not possible to exbricate a further

five owing to the continuence of Fires, wmbtil later on 'in the
morning. All these hﬁd_iﬁﬂlwaﬂﬂ sent to B3/5 AGH i arrangements male
by the hospital Tor gn accurate count of the mutilated bhodies.

All possible abtbtempts were masle to gather further inforuation which

might beal to the identification of sny of the boliies.

IDENTITY OF MEMBERS DEAD, INJURED AND HISSING

X

The fallewi:&.u persornel iled ag & result of injuries received t-
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The following persomnel, in gddition to those who disd, were injured
a8 o result of the sceidemt | ;

;ﬁwmz-zﬁ

The Tollowdng pers somel; all of whom were on the scene of the.scelient
«ah the time in guestion are missing 1I- -
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B 251 " P-., OOK AT 2/553 i 0o
54090 Lieut et ARGART ;L 1 3/53 " i
L2925 Capt LML TOLELL o IR 2/53 i "o
128820 Lieut 3 ADCIROVE Rl 2/63 " W
QLSBT S Pte 3 GOHLC ;3 2/35 0 T
X8R40 2z Pie WHITLEE Pyt 2/88 o T
Vi1 o oyF, AR a.J. 2/55 " T
BXT9625 H PRESTON S /35 U noow
QLG0T spt CLEARY Gu M, 2/58 W wow
Hle2474 Ple MeGROUR AJG,E.  2/33% * woow
l‘mﬁﬂ% Pie HANOUGGKR Dy 2/5;5 it TRE |
OY1Les -4 WeGHIE G 2/35 M '
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S15B00 Pte DUNST AL 7 2/55 T TR |
BHYITE n FrUBES W 2/' 2 0" o
P Ro4 5 SURNETT O.2, Bl ao 2 oM
1X2EY58 i )08 38 T K. 2/55 O noom
Q658 La f TIDBURY Al 7 T | T,
39160 ! WADBON Dl 2/33 wooow o
K9TCal : OLERG BT, 2/385 0 Wi i
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VieoT LY . 1 ARSHEATE, o [ % 2/53 Aust Inf =n
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lio Renlk Nane . Unit
NXS2691 Pte FURNANCE A 2/05 Anst v
VXLO9868 L DURIE — F.L, zfsa earte
NX3005 " GLLALLBROGS J R/35 [ i "
XS 526 GEl DRANE *. .. 4 A.E. A 3/83 i i i
NX146015 Pte HARLEY W.§. o /55 oo
HX97TRU6 5 TRIPP FiG. 8/55 " 1 i
IXB11L63 " CCLLINS M.We 2/83 'n 1 o
SAS154 ' HORT ON M. P, 2/35 v _n u
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- SX17658 i LITHGUW Welie S/38 ® 'm  w
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8XL8013 Pte LING TN, 2/55 " i
NXSR267 " TURIBULL S A 2/ 38 i 1 i
QE585281 ", MORG AT i 5/33 I " i
1X150659 Dr DONOV AL B.R. 158 Aust (ten Tpt
QX2258 Gpl PINNING W 2/63 Aust Inf ™
QAZO6T 4 Pte JUSEPH . TelNeAa 2/33 T it
KA 4673 . MacHURRAY Q. F: 9/58 w o wm
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QAXB2660 W STULE E.J, 2/53 1 ¥ "
WE4:4:04.0 " WARING A+ He, 2/35 " t "
HEDO457 ;s MUSGRAVE - W.dh., 2/38 ® w w
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NiE1651 " GORILAI G, a/nn i " 1
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SX2307 8/8g% HENSCIKE Ry ~5/38 " ®
HXB86936 Pte GILWEY A 2/55 " i T
NXLB881556 L RITLL & R E/gﬁ " " T
N2356180 be S TLKMAN J. A, 158.Aust Gen Tpt
NALOTOLE Phe BAILEY W.E. 8/33 pust Inf ¥n
HX#o93g -~ M TINSON G.J. 2/35 % H
NKEO529 . LAWSON PP, B/33 ©» w
1X55916 Dr SHALL 8.J. 2/33 Aust Gan Tpb

Cf these NX65916 Dre SMALL S,J, of 2/85 Aust Gen Tpt Goy, was injured
ac lOlo-hrs on 7 Sep 43 as tlhie result of a further explosion of
anmunition. -

AAF' D lls are attached for all dead snd injured.

Ihe Court is of the opinion, after reviewing the evidence and
considering ithe circumstences, that all these wembers shown as missing
Nave been burled bubt not identified. The Court is also of the opinion

that the above eontalns full perticulers of sll casualties.

A3 Lo the missing personnel the Court makes the Pollowing comments

o,
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o 1;1 connection with three members shown in the list of Jeatlis i-

(a) WUX50646 Pte BMALLEY E.J, of /88 aust Inf &n, wes identified

at 2/5 AGH and his body was btegged with his number, name and unit,
but apparently the tag disappearsd durlng transit end his Dody Wes
buried ss wmidentified., Pte SHALLEY died at 2/5 AGH on T Sep 49

a3 a result of injuries. |

(b) 8XL7640 PrE MILLER K.A.G. of 2/53 Aust Inf In was one of the
aix.taml bodies taken to £/5 AGH as umidentified bul was subseguently
identified at 2/5 AGH frow his reglmentsl number remaining on the
reimants of a gaiter on ome of his legs.

(c) N2BELEY Dr TARANIC J,V, of 158 Aust Gen Tpt 0oy was subseguently
identified by Haj.CROZIBR, His was one of (he sixteen bodles t akcen
to the hospital a5 wnidentiiled. |

(1) The Court is of the opinion that one of the sixteen bodies taken
to 2/5 AGH ss unidentified was that of a member ol the Auerican ALz
Grew. Only ten men were positively ldentified by the Ansricans,

and after considering the evijence of Lieut SULZSACIER of Us Ary,
the Court is of Gthe opinion that only widentifiable Iragnents of
linbs webe taken by the Anericans teo mgke up the sleventih neilber

of the crew. While Lieut SULZBACHER did not positively give

evidence to this effect, only small fraguments of limbs were taken to
represent the eleventh Pody, and the Court ig of tlie opinion that this
is a reescgeble conclusion to arrive at, having regard te gll the
facts and particularly that the number tallies with that of personnel
missing from their wnits. A careful check has been made of all units
likely &to hs:sna&:?:ﬁy personnel in the Marshalling Area at the

relevant btlme.

Cause of beath stc.

The prineipal causes of death were shock and burns. The principal
injuries were shock and buims, and Wounls caused by flying fragnents.
All deaths end injuries were causied, elbther direcily or :mizl:ectl;.r,
a5 bthe result of tlie asroplane crasi.

All members, killed, injursd and missing were on duity. dembers of

the Gen Tpt Coy were on duty driving trucks contaeining personnel

A
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Jpreparatory to emplanings ALl other personnel,deal, injurel or nissing
were on duty preparatory to thelir emplening to proceed to an

operational ares.

=4

fhe Qourt is of the opinion that there wes no neglect, misconiuet,
eorelesoness or failure to observe any act, regulatlion,order or
instruction on the psrt of any of the members desd, missing or

injured, or on the pari of sny othier person or pPerscns.

¥O9519 Dr KEBARINES V.W. and N256180 DrSILKMAN J.A. were employed
on setive service in lew Guinea and were callsed up for continuous
full time service. All other members deald, missing or injured were
enlisted for full tiume service outiide Australia.
frucks

AAR @ 43 marked exhibits 'A' to 'B' insl give particulars of
damage to the trucks _f.efafre:l to therein., The cause of the damage
to r:.h.le trucks was Ghe aeroplene crash.

The Court gave careful consilderation to tle cholce of the site of
the Marshalling Aresa and maie an extensive reccomnalsssance of other
areas which might have been consldered sultable &8 a site for the
Marshalling area. The Court ianspected other Sites which hal been
considerei by Capt SEDDON emd other officers before the area in
guestion was chosen. In the Court's opinien the only areas inspected
whish might heve been more sulbtable as s Hasshelllng Area were elther
alread® in occoupsation of troops, oOr were being used a8 duups which
hadl alregiy beern usll as'tahliah&i. Having regard o the numerous
considerations which had (o be borne in mind in whe chioiece of such
an arfea, the Court is of the opinion, looking at the matber in
ratirospect, and being wise after the event in the light of the
accldent, that the only Jdravbasck to the ares clicsen; is that it is in
the d,ifecﬁ line of flight of aircraft teking off from JACKSONs drome.
The Court is, however, of the opinion that this fact could not

reasonably be sxpecied to be teken into considerabion in the light of

A
1 't '
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'*ﬁ‘irstly very large numbers of geroplimes teke off daily from the above
drome without mishep. Ssconlly the Mgrshalling isrea 18 approxiaately
helf a mile from the extreme end "F.'.'.lf the rmwey. Thirdly, the =zres

is ﬂpﬁf&ﬁimﬂtﬂly 28 feel lower then the sdge of the runway. Phote
H0.12 shows the view from the end of the runway looking Toward the

Mapshalling Area.

Phe Court endeavourel to obtain some EXplenabion as to fhe causs of fhe
"I"

crash but is of the opinion that 16 Will %EI%FE,&, mystery. Pheape is,
howesver, evidence that 1f was unlikely To be the Pfesult ol engine
failure. 'Phe pilot hai cons.derable experience and there is no.
evidence of any neglect on his part.,

At the time o Lhe crash Lliere was not the slighitest dggree ol panic
am. gveryone who was asble to 30 so 4id what they could to assist the
injured. OConsiderable presence of mind and initigtive on the part
of tlie members present no doubt contributed largely to nminimising

injuries ﬂﬁd Saving lives.
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