# Sabotage ol a8 US Fifth Air Force
Libearator bomber at Port Mor *aby o
Seplamber 7, 1843 — 40 years ago last
Weadnesday — wiped oul an entira AIF Tth
Division infantry company, killing 72 and
malming &2 others.

Sirict American and Australian military ces-
sorship in Mew Guinea prevented the story being
tobd &t the timse by war correspondents.

Sobdiers were nod alowed to refer to bt in their
letters home. Military authorities advised revt of
kim thai their soms, and brothors had
been “accidentally killed in Mew Guin:u”, or
“killed bn an air pechdent in New Guines™,
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It was onl: when wondering relatives learmed
that mmny orbers had received the sume cier nori-
Mcation of the deaths of their bovs that they began
to realise (he magnitede of the “accident™,

Their pleas for more information went
umanswered antil I 33 Battalion comrades of the
dead soldiers returned to Australia on home leave
affer their viclories ageinst the Japinese i
Madrab, Maribheo Villey, Lze, Ruow Vailey sod
Shabby Ridge.

This story of that pre-dawn tragedy at Port
Moreshy was told by REG HARRIS whe served
with 2/33 Baitalivn entil be became a war corre-
spondent:

THE LIBERATOR ... 8 bombing mission that tregicslly backiired.

The 15tk brigade (2,31, 2/25 and 2/33 Bai-
talions) of the AIF Tth Division — which had
slready won fame in Syria, 2t Milne Bay, and
on the Orwen Stanley Range-Kokods Trail —
wias selected os the first ai infantry of the
British Empire to be lown in to the attack
againat the Japanese,

Their 125k was 1o drive the Japancsc from the
Markham Valiey airstrip at Madzab and capture
Lae, so than sllied nircrafy could have bases on
the northern side of the Owen Stanley Range.

At lackson’s aerodrome, a large strip 12 km
from Port Moresby, at 4.30 a.m. on Seplember 7,
1942, members of “D™ {Don) Company af the 2/
11 Battalion, whaeh had been selected as the ad-
WARCE COMMPAnY, Wwilc in army Lrucks assembled
i the marshalling ares ai the wesiern end of the
aurslrig,

Ewveryone at the end of the airstrip heard the
approaching roar of a four-engined bomber, hat
no one ook any notice because the asphalt run-
way emled 200 metres lrom the 1rucks, and air-
cralt were always airborne before reaching the
strip's end.

The Liberatos, folly laaded with high evplo-
sives taking off for a bombing missaon, levelled
cul at 12 metees ard che pibot could not lift it

The giant bomber crashed with a soar into the
teeetops 20 metres from the troop-filled trucks.

Death
before
dawn

-
Peirol tanks en the wings evploded, hurlin
Ma mung high-octane lyquid Sl 2l pver the :ru.lfki

and their occupanis,
Twa 300 |b bombs apd teo 250 b bambs flew
{m;bz wrecked bomiser and landed among the
A S00-powide d th o 50 -
Phetey powisier and the two 250-pounders ex
Some af the trucks were blown to picces: sthers
were blown on their sides and caughi fire. Some
of the soldiers were blown to elermity
h?nﬂ_-.- all the others were human firecrackers
their junghe green shirts, trousers, gait i
felt hats in Names, o

Covered in ammunition



- 206

Every man in the trucks had [irst-line ammueni-

Lo sira about his bodv. because they were
expecied to begin fighting the moment they
50 from the transport aircraft,

e had 100 rounds of .303 rifle or Bren gun
ammunition slung in bandoliers around their
waists or across their shoulders and chests.

They alsa were carmn%:n hand grenades in
their web aquapm-ent Pk

Others carried four tao-inch martar bombs in
tieir pouches.

Some were cartving magazings charged with
303 rounds for Bren pums, nine millimetre bul-
lets for Onwen sub-machine guns, and bullets for
service pistols and revoivers.

Each lesry contained boxes of three-inch mor-
tar bambs,

The Naming sheet of petrol st the men on fire
and the fire se1 off the ammunition each was car-
rying, as weli as that which Jay in the burping 2nd
overturned trucks.

Many rescuers were seriously burned and
wounded by ammunition which exploded on the
bodies of those they wers irying mdplg wsalets

dre found the body of the officer com-
ing “D" Company two days after the crash

The tail of 1he Liberator broke off and dropoed
to the ground when the bomber hit the trees.

Two of the crew, who had been in the ta:f sec-
tion, walked from the wreckage, dazed but un-
scathed. TE::I'. were Laken 1o hospital for observa-

tion, but died the next day from shock.
The other 10 members of the crew were killed
instantly.

Four AIF Army Servies Corps truck drivers,
wwo AIF marshalling staff, and an American pro-
vost were also killed.

The total death toll was 51, i

Within 2 few minutes, the companies were re-
mustered in the marshalling area, conducted o
their airerafl and the Markham Valley “show™
WS DN asﬂ.ll‘l

Wone of us spoke 3 word during the Might over
the mountains. We eouldn't speak — we were Loo
busy suppressing tears and thin king ;

The batuilion could nos re-farm befzes B
commited zgainst the Japinese ot h.a" P
tation, near Madrab

A company oI the 2f

k. Plc-nu:n ted by Cap-

n orm Garrand, be-
n:smc attached to the 2/
33 Battalion znd ook
the role of the unfor-
tunate D Company in
the successful attack on
Lae.

Meanwhile, Captain|
Kevin Power, M.C., of |
the 2/33 Batialion, wha
had remained at Port
Moresby to train rein-
forcements lor the bat-
talion, seught valun-
teers for 2 new D Come
pany.

As A: ied Cnmmnd
h’-d g

fablaining
=5 would 3151
n Power visited
sze Tk Dovasion Carrier
G=zin,

He did nol have to ex-
piain the urgent necd
for volunteers. These
mich kmew the 2713 was
a company short, facing
2 long period in action.

S0 many volunigered
that Power wis poie

LR ThE DEgl men
¢ proup.
W hen Captain Power

tad all the men he
wanted, the others tried
ta bribe them into lak
L::r..'::'n.: s Auich -.'-_
when they left they ©
|"h:raf1n5 on ti-n'
| mates".
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[Thisg ml'.-cu‘f was
gramn 12 1m0 &10§0-
can gl The Sunday
Mail by Jonn Kelso, of
Dorringbon, ax- ance
cﬂ‘l’.{?l?"'l!' AT Tome
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