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FORIY NIIRD Bt,:.Eili,HEI\:'f CROUP (H)..--.I.TVIL,:, 
-

OFTICE OF Tl{j C:iDNdiCii OITICIIR r o

AFo 929,
I0 Sept., I9l+3.

ln Alrpr&ne C.'ESh.

10 Cornnanciing Officer,, 43rd Bonrbardnent Group (ttg, AfO 929.

l. A B-24 airplane of the 4O3rd Bombardnent Squadron, l+3rd Bqrb-
ardrnent Group crashed )ust beyond the end of the runf,ay aL Jackson Drone,
at approxirnately. O430 hours.on the morning of 8 Sept., L9t,3.

' 
2. The plane caried four (4) 5(x)# Deruolition bqrbs with AI{ MIO3

nose fuzes and AItl tnOIAl tai]. fuzes, .Q25 s€c. delay. The bornbs were fuzed
and. the safety plns were ln the fuzes.

3. Uitnesses stateci that the bombs eryloded wlthln a fen sedonds of
the crash.

f. An investi6atlon by the nrlter showed that the bonbs expl,odea wiff,
a htgh order detonation by lrnpact wlbh the ground and not by the flre that
resulted. The plane atnrcx the grorrnd on the slde of a slope and there xaE
rons burned nreckage at this polnt. At a point about ten (10) yarde farther
up the htl l near the top, there w€re three craters frorn five (5) to elght (8)
yarde apart and about ten (fO) yarda frorn nore burned nrockage. There rrae no
burned rreckage at the polnt where the bombs e:rploded.

5. The fourth bomb laylni; on the top of the hlll not far fron tho
cratcrs had an arrned noEe fuze ln it, having had the cap rebainlng the safety
blocks knocked off. The tal} fuze had the ctern broken off but the part hold-
lng the lnertla slu,l was 1n place and thie fuze was rrob in an anrned condit,lon.
The ehear wlre had not. been broken in the nose fuze and both fuzes were rernoved
by the rvrlter.

6. It ls the oyrlnlon of the rvrlter that on lrnpact ritn tlr€ groundl t,he
bombs broke tlrrough the rrreckage knocking off the ceps of the nose frrz€E that
rebain tlre safety blockg.0n tumbllnl: and roll lng for the ne:rb few scconds, the
etriker hcad of three o1' thern hlt the ground and defonsterl the bonbs. the gbrlk-

tng head in the f\ze of ttre fourbh bomlr dld not hit the Eround.

l'\t'0"IREs't x

Su&liiCT: Cause of Det,onatlon of F\rzed Bombs

Me7.--
VIiiC'rllT P. itdiiG^.rr, U
Capt . ,  Urd .  Dep ! . ,
Ordnance Off lcer.
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After due investigatlon and interrogation of rritnesslng p"rJo*ult,he corudttee arrived at the folrovring concluiion.

P1lot r'ood undertook the fateful take-off urrler lnctnurent condi-tions'and failed to crinrb to a suff lcient ri l t l tude bef€re rr"urr'rg the nose'of thc aircraft to increaso-tho alrspeed. ooing atroc\r iro| coitact toirrstrwrent flying in P-.Zh alrcr:ift, Lrured.iately-arter t/ie:;ii iJ"tryf'g,on the best of pilots, for f l lghf instrur.rentg can veryr/easl)_y gtve erraticreadings .at the rrroni€fit ihc airiraft becolrres airborne .

l'ntncssing persot:rrel "L*Uud thtr! bho take-off vras nonual ln allrespects up to the ti. 're fhe sii ip began to descend.

l:.::pi*fl:P^1000 
yarg: frorr rhe.S.ii. e'd of rhe runway, rhe*J t lrll9alrcraft stnrck. thrae (J) trees contlnulng on lts.destmctlve fg.ght lnto a

@ i c r , p o i n i t h e b m b s e x o I o d e d . F a r t g o f t - h a . u , m p . . k ' { r r o n . l n r r a hexploded. Fartg of thc wreckage plough_

e q u 1 p r r e n t , r e s u 1 t i n g 1 n e - v 1 W } y . . ] * ' ! . N o r u e r u b e r g o f t h e c o . . b a t
crevr sunllved ths crash. 

"'r-'--* -''

Wlth all causal facbors having been consid, red i lre ccuLitteo af-flxes tlre error as follows: pllot 9atr, ard wcathcr Lq,
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