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TECHNICAL REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE

(1) The Accident Classification Committee of 43rd BQ{".bGI‘OW(H)

WAR n{nﬁt'mzm‘

No. 14
(Reviad Doc. o 100

and determined the following: :
+ (2) Place, date, apd time of accident ... J&Ckson, APQ 929
....0421 ?“r September, . 3.951.3......‘.-.......
(3) Aircraft station ... Jackson ... _ - Org. .403rd .
(4) Aircraft model ....B24D).._........ A. C. Nu. 240682
(5) Date accepted from contractor ... Unkn@wn
(6) Total hours .295,.3. Hours since overhaul . _New. .
(7) Engine model ... R1830=43
GrEngie NG N o 0e 0 0 s
416l12776... L4R=-85869 R98'35942 Iﬁa)‘Bb983
(9) Extent of d 6 cngnm(
L.o..Salfayq, 1.
(10) Totalerghiatiours ... 2. o 0 - o . e o
L.0.532,2 L.I.295,3 R.1..296a3 R.0.296.3

(11) Engine hours since overhaul ..

LO 84,2 LI . .ss. n [ s j’ (24) Models flown last 3 months (L e
(12) Pyrpose of flight .... Req0Q. Liﬂﬁi.on .................... (3) ......B24D
& (13) Took off from ........ Jackson 4 ‘. l‘nm ¢ (25) Secyre from Flight Surgeon, if pilot error is a causal factor:
(14) Weather at time of accident. (If weather was a causal factor as there any physical or neuropsychic condition which
attach copies of weather report and forccast for the flight.) o . would in any way account for this accident? Yes or No. .NO__

--d.8tratua.Cumulos,.. 3000 £t, Colm;. .
V.La o milu, Lig,ht .Ground .Fo,

(1

(16) Pilot’s station ....... J.@;}knon, .APO 929 ..
umb .39 (17) Reg. Army..

(18) Org.—assigned ..
(19) Org.—attached !or flying
(20) Regular duties assigned ........

(21) Orlgmal pilot rating and date

(22) Total pilot hours .._828.Q. . Houn on this model 42047
(23) Hours per month last 3 months ... 9848
Gy ... 58 o 3 ....... L) .g.ﬂ.o.?, .......
(69 EoEa

(20) Damage to private

o

¥

_Howard J, Wood,. F/O

5) Pilot (name and rank) ..

Res., ext. duty..... . Rm., |nact|§'e,......

Grad. cadet ...._.. . Student
Re Ue B niir 2w iing
.403rd_ Bomb Sq (a)

Res., H—da) .........
Other (specify)

‘1 Jemmry. 194.‘5

If “Yes”, attach complote stat

ciuent of the condition and its bearing upon
tho accident.

roperty; Yes or No. NO._.

1{*Yes", attach A. C. Form No.'I/,

““Damuge to property certificate.”
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RESULTS TO PERSONNEL % % I ~ CAUSES
|
IN COI.IJIN “DUTY " ENTER STMBOLS AS FDlI.O'S: AlBR|C —nior nuudzmenl.
P—Pi N Nodi ot O Otmere || re i T
—Pilot = operalor crew oor m que,
DUTY (‘l‘—(‘o-pllot E—Englineer X—Passenger s i PILOT e - — —
OB—Observer  G—Gunner PH—Photographer ] ERROR . 1) ?ﬁuemv of orders,
X Name, rank, and Am‘ nnluu. [ Rnnhr Army, Res. ext., | § é _ S&ES}L (‘ lesiness of &ligence, ok 5
4 ;4 S R &7 i EPERGN Tiscellaneous,
T H
{L/TL“_Hmrd Ja Wood, F/O, aus /7 X é - oTHER Supervisory peosaniel,
’ : PE
04CP | Howard R. Thomas, 1lst Lt,EAD /lx |\ sGnnes| 7 | Muinienance personae, =
< N_| Ralph M. Hart, 2nd Lt, BAD . /[x ¥ Other personn,
vlB | Robert G. MoDonald, 2nd Lt,ESH |x '¢ [ [Fuetotens, - 2
L3 T/sst‘_" RA‘Z:‘ X 1Y Cooling system,
B | Charles P. Seip' fos a
. 2AE_| John Hrywnuk, S/Sgt, AUS -0 [x 7. T e,
7 R.|.Hyman Silverstein, T Ft'a,m X 1'!1 _ Lubrication systoa,

! bt P o e
7T JQQl._.L.ngQQn._S/S t,, AUSZ [X [/ e o L
6 ;..,.G_.- Donﬂld l‘;.ﬂllﬁn_tt.__ﬁ Sﬂth._lml x ;'_::.; / - lmp ter and l»r.m- lhr necensories, ‘ o

57 G| Samuel M. Wilkinson,3/Sgt. 408 [X 7| A i, R
74 4 3 4
74 V.| Samuel B. hite, Sgt., RA 20 [X V1 [ = ovmemontyl,
‘ 1 v
/] ﬁ__ AusTitarias Lausa v -HeX  |X / =) ' / e R
: (,ymm UNKRaaw y) j e i Undetermined,
2 | : 7 Hl.m control system,
Sl 3 e
| ! ‘Movahle surfaces, i
s Al gsains RS
fey M u:;l?‘ ﬂuhuulnl surfncws; -tmn, wlm. and munn.
G s i i i o
[Y =% j | w Inn llruu wires, nnd nmnn,
(Explain any unsucoessful p-nchulc Jump by sttachment) | i , i AIR. L undlnl rr I struts, wi lru. nmnp, und nf;;;;mh,
B 8 e et L — e ——— ezl T (‘lIA"
NATURE i STRUC- Whoels, um\ and brakes, =
(Check oue only) ! TURE Fusclage, engine mount and m(lnn.
| S5 b ool e Ao i
- IR(‘I\P‘I‘ A=Colllsions in full ﬂlzhl wnh olhrr nlreraft, il Cowling, fuiring, and fittings,
DAMAGE TO A B T — — — ~ S
AM( power plant) B—Collisions in full mgm with obje object 13 other thun nmnn ‘$ Tall wheel ussembly and skid,
'( -ﬂplul or stalls following engine lutlure. - ’I Miscellaneous (specily), S
v )-—Rplm 2 stalls without engine lullun. o i
: " (V)=—Einergency forond hnnmn, = Undetormined, So e
A=Complete wrwe's, X it i
i l ()= Deferred forced lnndmu o Hnm:lmu qunlities,
F=Tanding sccldents, = 7 | lmmunnnu, s
B—=Major overhaul, - RS e s
O-=Take-oft accldents, G i \!lm\lm«mn ¢ 'ulpmaont (fp«‘ll}),
C=Ma) g H—="Tazilog uec(dnnu.
—Major i s 4
: 1 (n—l mahnho nlr. i y ittier,
B B l« i hrn nn lha lmun 1. = 5 (‘:'I'::A- Darkness, B
—Minor daniag PRSI es SR S B e e s WED
s i N—'-mmunl lullura } NEOUS Alrmnwhrruln,
;N o .\-.\h-n-llnumu.\. : ; ”,? ”"h'- S
E~No dam - et
Sl Y = Undeterm:ned, i Uodotermiged, .
o a RESTRICTED -
i ’ & P ~
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- (28) Pior’s STATEMENT Jfate how the accident occured, giving all details as bo conditions, causes, and sinfluencing factors): ;
» ; 9 . u
s . .:
§ 73 ;
‘ A RESTR;u)Lu' e |
i
i
. i
?
k-
A 5
" “ay ‘
i
SpnRbive s e i
f Pilot. ;
(29 STaTHAENT 0F 5 LDENT CLassiFicaTioN CoMMITTEE (gite complete causal statement, amplifying the pilot's statement where necessary |
to explain the causcs): ,
SEs ATTaCileD LETTER FOR STATI:ENT OF aCCIDLT CLASSIFICATION CQULUITTEE. i
3 ~
j }
(30) RECOMMENDATIONS! i
*
Each member of the Committee has reau Signed ... 3. N\ L
and undemtands A. C. Circular No. 15-14, J
A. R. 95-120, and N. A. C. A. Report No. : 4 /!
576. (' /
The above statement and recommenda- | Signed . ... ] O S TR
tions, and the classification and analysis ! N ¢ AyreR l'mﬂ'““'
shown on the reverse hereof, are the concensus E o ” Sl h e .
of opinion of this Committee, s /i L s 7 |
Signed ......‘.fgﬁ__.,.. ,...(,.{.(,44.( Tt emsestee et sttt en s s e e e nanas =
HN aVROBLRTSON CAPTAIN LiEDghmppnation)
(3t ReEMakks AND Re OMMENDATIONS (accomplish onlif if this reporl is snitiated at other than the home station)s
: . . }
i
i
. | .
LG e ORI et s 1 e SRR S ORI~ e e s et L e i
¢ | |
(32) REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS! :
|
; |
Excroavres (line cut those not applicable): Ston Sl eBe0e 92 i i viitoii i r)n(p‘;l?,..§9m nber , “19[93 !
Ai{aune §M"hi|') Flisht Report. e / L
i &-rtiﬂmu of plncml witnesacas. ; Sh;nnluro w
| e tiopopsme.
/ i -
RESTR!CTED . T U b covemmmeuT eRINTING OPPICE  Dt8 b :
»

L . SECRET - ,
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SECRET

HEADQUARTERS Fiy VPB/ joc
FORTY THIRD BOLBARDMENT GROUP (H)»--+*+v!b
OFFICE OF TH: O:DNANCE CIFICER , /

o APO 929
pRESIRIET 10 Sept., 1943.

SUBJiUCT: Cause of Detonation of Fuzed Bombs in Airplane C.ash.
0 : Commanding Officer, L3rd Bombardment Group (M), APO 929.

1. A B-24 airplane of the LO3rd Bombardment Squadron, 43rd Bomb-
ardment Group crashed “Just beyond the end of the runway at Jackson Drome,
at approximately O430 hours. on the morning of 8 Sept., 19i3.

2. The plane carried four (4) 500# Demolition bombs with AN M103
nose fuzes and AN M1OlAl tail fuzes, .C25 sec. delay. The bombs were fuzed

and the safety pins were in the fuzes,

3. Witnesses stated that the bombs exploded within a few sedonds of
the crash.

L. An investigation by the writer showed that the bombs expfoded wi{ﬂ

- a high order detonation by impact with the ground and not by the fire that
resulted., The plane struck the ground on the side of a slope and there was
some burned wreckage at this point. At a point about ten (10) yards farther
up the hill near the top, there were three craters from five (5) to eight (8)
yards apart and about ten (10) yards from more burned wreckage. There was no
burned wreckage at the point where the bombs exploded.

5., The fourth bomb layingz on the top of the hill not far from the
craters had an armed nose fuze in it, having had the cap retaining the safety
blocks knocked off. The tail fuze had the stem broken off but the part hold-
ing the inertia slus was in place and this fuze was not in an armed condition.
The shear wire had not. been broken in the nose fuze and both fuzes were removed

by the writer,

6. It is the opinion of the writer that on impact witn the ground, the

bombs broke through the wreckage knocking off the caps of the nose fuzes that
retain the safety blocks, On tumbling and rolling for the next few seconds, the
striker head of three of them hit the ground and detonated the bombs., The strik-

: ing head in the fuze of the fourth bomb did not hit the ground.

VINCuNT P, BeRGuk,
Capt., ‘rd, Dept.,
Ordnance (Officer,
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SECRET

STaTkheNT UF ACCIDENT CLASS. rICATION COMITTZE

After due investigation and interrogation of witnessing pers’onnel
the committee arrived at the following conclusion.

. Pilot wood undertook the fateful tuke—off under instrument condi-
tions and failed to climb to a sufficient altitude befere lewering the nose
‘of the aircraft to increase the airspeed. Going direc y from contact to
instrument flying in B-2, aircraft, immediately after tidke-off is trying,
on the best of pilots, for flight instruuents can very /easily give erratic
readings .at the moment the aircraft becones airborne,

Witnessing personnel stuted that the take-off was norual in all
respects up to the tiue the ship began to descend.

At approximately 1000 yards fro. the S.E. end of the runway, the
aircraft struck e (3) trees continuing on its.destructive flight into a
mﬁpomn the bombs exploded. FParts of the wreckage plough-
ed through four (4) australian Infantry trucks loaded with personnel and

equipment, resulting in a very high fatality list., No members of the co.bat
crev survived the crash. et

With all causal factors having been consid.red the coumittee af-
rixes the error us follows: Pilot 90%, and weather 10%.
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